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 With new members, new tournaments 

and the first month and a half of winter 

already out of the way there is a sense 

of enthusiasm around the place and 

optimism for the coming season. 

Thanks to everyone involved in keeping 

the tournaments going. 

 

more >>> 

 

Bowling action 

bowling 

in this issue >>> 

Winter Season>>> 

Membership 
What’s been happening at the Club? 

Winter Season 

Keeping the lights on 

Other news 

Our online presence 

Thank you to everyone who has already 

paid their subs for the coming season.  We 

are taking payments at the bar for those 

who are ready to pay now.  All subs must 

be in before the end of September. 

We hope that all members stay with us for 

another year.  With an influx of new 

members over the last year, including four 

who have joined in the last 3 weeks, around 

13% of our current playing membership are 

new bowlers.  The coming season looks set 

to be an interesting one! 

As you would expect at this time of the 

year the weather has been changeable.  

We have had a couple of Tuesday 

tournaments cancelled due to rain but 

this week was a cracker.  The perfect day 

for some winter bowls.  There were 

sixteen teams taking part and a special 

new prize was introduced on the day. 

There is a similar sentiment being 

expressed at Saturday roll-up where 

friendships between new and more 

established bowlers are creating an 

atmosphere of fun and camaraderie. 

The cooler weather can be a challenge, 

but I’d encourage everyone to come 

along if they can. 

 

The Friday 2-4-2 competition is proving 

to be an enormous success.  We have 

given it a go and it is very popular with 

18 teams most weeks! 
The format and the shorter afternoon 
timing is attracting a lot of bowlers and 
the feedback is that there is great 
atmosphere and spirit on the green and 
in the bar. 

A chocolate bar was awarded to 

the team whose performance 

peaked at the point they turned 

up and went downhill from 

there.  Congratulations to Kevin 

Pennycook, Peter Chapman and 

Jim Derig for winning the 

chocolate and seeing the funny 

side. 

 

Even if the chilly weather 

puts you off playing then 

come along and catch up 

with old friends and make 

some new ones in the bar 

afterwards.  It’s a good way 

to ward off the winter blues. 
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Keeping the lights on>> 
 
The incoming Board have had their first meeting and those minutes have been circulated.  For those who haven’t 
caught up with them yet, here are some of the important things you need to know. 

• Ray Lindsay has moved into the vacant role of Vice President. 

• Peter Chapman has temporarily taken on the Treasury role as well as his existing Presidents role. 

• Catherine Dye is temporarily overseeing the Secretary role supported by Kathy Haagh. 

• Lenice, Avis, Gerry and Ray are reviewing the handicaps for inclusion in the Handbook. 

• The business plan / review will begin with some legal advice on the lease. 
 
We are still in desperate need of volunteers to take on the Treasurer and Secretary roles.  The current situation is not 
sustainable in the long term.  To keep costs down as much as possible for our members, we fill these important roles 
with volunteers.  If we cannot find volunteers this may have to be reviewed.  
You may feel that you cannot take on a specific role but are still able to help.  Here are some of things that we need 
help with.  Please consider these tasks, or any other ways that you could contribute to your Club. 
 
Ozich Tournament 
We need someone to take ownership of the running of this tournament this season.  Steve (Stipan) Ozich was a 
founding member of our Club. He passed away in 1994 aged 104.  This means that the tournament will mark an 
important milestone, 25 years since he passed away. With the possible support of Auckland Bowls, we can make this a 
memorable event.  Why not get a group of two or three people (or more) together to work as a team – that way it 
doesn’t all fall on one person.  This is an opportunity to be part of one of our most exciting events – why not give it a 
go?  There are people to offer advice, but we need someone to take ownership of this event this year.  Please talk to 
Peter Chapman if you are interested. 
 
Hume / Ingram 1-5  
This is a perfect opportunity for those of you who haven’t run a tournament before to get some experience.  Once 
again, a small team would be best and there are plenty of experienced people around to advise and support you.  Please 
talk to Peter Chapman if you are interested. 
 
Purchasing Assistant 
This is a new idea.  It’s relatively small but very important.  It doesn’t require constant attention but does need a 
willingness to be involved.  There are things that must be ordered or arranged across the year.  Previously this has been 
done by the Secretary and this is a terrific opportunity to provide some support in this area.  It would involve ordering 
from existing suppliers, maybe getting quotes when something bigger is needed and just helping with things like 
keeping paper in the office, ordering raffle tickets etc. Talk to Catherine Dye or Diane if you’re interested. 
 
Secretary 
If you are concerned about taking on the role but think you would like to learn how to do it, you could possibly work 
alongside others during the year and take it on next year.  This position is open to male or female members. Please 
talk to Catherine Dye if you can help. 
 
Treasurer 
Please talk to Peter Chapman if you can need more information. 
 
Ideas? 
Other Clubs run social events like a Friday Night Membership draw, Fish & Chip nights, Joker competitions, Happy 
Hours, Quiz Nights and so on.  Is there interest in these types of things?  And are people keen to help to organise them?  
If you think you could help, let one of the Board members know. 
 
 
 
 



Tue Other news>> 
Our membership is thriving!  We have had a welcome influx of new members in recent months.   

Our most recent new members are…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are hearing 

some great feedback from 

our new members who are 

really enjoying being part of 

our Club. 

If you see some unfamiliar faces 

around the Club be sure to 

introduce yourselves! 

 

We enjoyed meeting Shontelle, the granddaughter of Les Clarke who came down for a roll-up.  She did amazingly 

well, and it was a treat to see her enthusiasm and skill at such an early age as well as her obvious enjoyment of 

spending the day with Granddad! 

 

A big shout out to everyone who regularly comes down to roll-ups – we are having a lot of fun and the 

atmosphere is fantastic!  This gathering is an important part of the culture of our Club – if you haven’t been down 

for a while, pop-in and connect with this great group of people. 

 

 
 
  

Jim Derig ( 832 2920 ) 
Mike King ( 836 7399 ) 
 Bev Jull    ( 838 1220 ) 

Gerry Bhute (TBA) 

“What a great Club we have! Thanks Gerry and ‘the 
other Bev’ for your generosity of spirit and practical 

assistance today.   
When I asked todays new potential member, Cory, how 
he’d enjoyed his day.  He looked vaguely euphoric and 

answered quietly but with great enthusiasm “I loved it”  
I told him I understood completely”  

Bev Jull 



Tue Our Online Presence>> 
 

The primary role of the site is visibility.   
Members can find out information and see pictures too but it  
tends to be less up to date than Facebook or it is just a means of access to the 
newsletter.  I am going to be working with Tom to sharpen up the Aerobowls area of 
the site and help to drive traffic to the shop. 

What is all this online wizardry 
and why do we do it? 

Our new website has been doing its job of directing people 
to information about our Club.  If anyone searches for a 
lawn bowls club in West Auckland, Henderson comes up 
first!  This doesn’t happen by accident! The website 
information is designed to make sure that it is easy to find.  
I can now see how many people visit the site and which 
pages are most popular.  For example, in the last month 
we’ve had around 90 visits to the site with almost a 
quarter of them finding us for the first time.  I regularly get 
emails from people asking for information on the Club.   
 

Our new Facebook page is really taking off.  I know that some people prefer not to be on Facebook 
because of fears around privacy or because it just doesn’t seem worth the effort.  Providing you use it 
in ways that suit you, it can be a very useful way of staying connected. 
 
We currently have 35 followers on our page – this means that these people get notified when 
something new has been added.  When I add videos or pictures visits to the page are higher.  The 
amazing thing is that as more people visit, the more the stories spread, and new people come into 
contact with our page.  The aim being that they see the fun we’re having and want to come and join in!  
If you are on Facebook but haven’t checked out the page, I’d encourage you to find us, follow us and 
become part of HBC online community. 
 
The other tool that is very useful is Mailchimp.  Some of you may have seen this name appearing on 
the bottom of the emails that I send out.  Mailchimp is a mass marketing tool.  Basically, you have a list 
of e email addresses and can create ordinary emails or complex ones with lots of pics to send to 
people. I can see which emails get the most views, and clicks – so then I know what days, times or titles 
are best at getting messages across.  Eventually, when I have time, I will be able to customise it so that 
emails can be sent to specific groups without bombarding everyone with everything. 
 
Mailchimp also allows us to ask questions.  I can tag on short questionnaires that allow members to 
give feedback on important questions. 


